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NEW PUBLICATIONS.

MEDIAEVAL FRANCE.

THE STORY OF MEDIAEVAL FRAXCE. By G'ﬂlh\:a
Masson, B. A. 18mo, pp 354, G. P Putnam’s

ﬁs:n:inn page of M. Masson's stor¥ of mdimu
France states that the period dealt with Is *from
the reign of Hugues Capot t6 the bogloning of the
eighteenth ocentury.” This s evidently n mistaie;
ft should have read “to the begiuning of ‘the six-
teenth century.” Even thon it Is & strain upon the

tional slgnificance of the phrase to imply that
g though, of

1l this fs the history of the iddle Ages,
course, there Is no arbitrary line of demarcation. Mr
Atssson In this work indertook a difficalt task, and ons
from its nature scarcely mwpﬂblo of satisfactory
{reatinent. Mediaeval Franee 1s roally & subject
the breadth and depth of which demand fulness of
spucbrlhahmhudlt.mdhauum to be
doals with after gome fashion 1o o small volume of
between three and four bundeed pages.  The author’s
eapacity 1s not questionable, but his Hmitat'ons hamper
and embarrass Lim serfously, and compel him ropent-
edly to confine himsolf to skatehy outlines where any-
thing ke elear comprelension must depend upon full
statement. His anxiety to say something of every
important tople leads him to sttempt mors than can
ba oarrled out in the clroumstances, and ono efect of
this 18 to give the book a fine entary aspoct which,
s oaleu'ated to detract from its lterary Interest.

Broadly considered, the hiztory of wmediarval France
fs that of progress from fendallsm to actocracy : but
a nop-natural progress, (nasmuch s It left wholly out
of the account the propi® of Francs, In all the cease-
Iess wars, great and tltile, which maintained a stato
of fermentation through the Middle Ages, the feudal
Inrds and the kings carrled on thelr quarrols and In-
irigues without Togard to the fate of Jucques Bonhomme,
Ta-day, the natural jmpulse of the student Is to pleres
beyond tho surfsce reconds of feudal and autecratle
movements, and find out how the masses lved, and
what they thonght or hoped or purposed during these
dark ages. Little lght, however, has becn thrown
upon them save In thelr snfferings. We know that
whether king or nobles wanted, it was tho prasant who
had to supply. We know that whether ofvil war or
foreign Invasion harried the land, it was the prasant
who feit the devastation most keenly and longest, We
know that whils the ity burgesses prosontly learned
how to draw sirongth from organizatton, and by gnild
and eommune cheelied the grend of the feudal chlefs,
the peatant was the last to find profection. We seo
him dimiy bending tnder his erushing burdens enduring
all things until even his bovine patience fallsp then,
onos, twies, snd again, we note his abandonment to
fits of desperntion, his wild plunes into Jacqueries, his
savage rovenpes, and his resubjection,

For esanfurics the French pessant appears to have
been the most wretehed type In Europe,  Nelther the
German, the Itallan, nor the English “mud-s(l” was
as degraded, oppressad and atnsed. Tt took penturles
of inkumanity to hreed the tigerish foroeity which
fiamed out In the Eavolution—eenturies to establish the
bitter, fathomless Late which revellid |n the mas<pere
of the aristoeracy. U'ntil the ond of the rogn of Lonis
NIV. the pressure on the peasantry never relaxel
While they wers thus Eept under, no Mnd of elevatjon
or growth was possilile for them, When at Ipst the
welight was dimintehed by the reforims Introduced in
the eightoenth century, they weors £ only for Dlind
fdestructive efforts, In England  the  p ~ial  en-
fronchisement of the wreses oame mieh cariler, and
withal so gradoelly that they becams educated In fhe
wise use of power, and were not eapossd to those
ppasms of wild emotion which evon to thie day render
Frensh history so full of insolubls prottems. I the
trua history of the peasant of medievol Fraove conld be
recovorad It would no doubt be decply lustroctive in
wany respects, &nd of unsurpsssed intercst both for the
focinlogist and the peyeholozist: but (t could add Htrle
ta the world's knosciedge of the principat lines of In
fuence which produoccd the great convulslons whickh
have at Intervals avruptly chunged the coutse of Fu
ropean Listory.

Mr. Masson hag sletehel medieval Freneh history,
fullowing and eiting such authoritios ax Villehartoul,
Jotnville, Frols<att and Compiines, with the modern
histopians, and has engeavored to givie hils petders some
Idea of the Gevelopment of Uterature from the (lme
of the troubidonts and the composition of those el
eors de geste, In which elacieal dud eonremporily
pvonts were almost (ndiflerenty ouiployed ac the
Weme of the poot, In spealing of the Abigousian
srusade tha suthor sesme to Imply that the poieesu
Hon was lu some measurs exensed by the Hbestinlsm
of the vietims. ‘Thete Is no warrant for such a con-
ehisfon, however, ‘The Langunodovians had undoulits
rdly attained a higher stute of civileation than ex-
Isted In sny other part of the countyy, and they wers
drifting away from Iome.  But thet was ni the time
an evidence of higher morality, aot of demorslization.
The condition of the Fronch Clureh gencially wae fn
the twelfth century scandsious. It wes eocjesmtiond
Immorsiity which diove the Alblgenscs (nto whist Was
ealled heresy, but was really an effort alror a puier
religion and rule of e,  Wo think there can le no

Guestin that the Albipersians wee ganalls  bhetter
tian any of theie perssoutoss, and  very  deciledly
ruperior to the RHoman Curia that Inspleed  nnd
profited froma  the  crusade kEalisad  dhem. Ewvery
wetarian movermont, every heresy thut asoue o the
soutly of France durng this perfod, wa. at Loitom a

protwest agaipst ihe corrnpiion of the mother Chowels,
and & seeckitg for meform Both o doctoioe sl powe
tlee.  Orthudoxy then tweant [ndifference 1o redic

of

or a blimd Bigotry proof against every evidenco
prefilgaey In lte minlstore

The periecution of the Albigenses was o sin agaln-t
Hght, and # was fraplied by egnally | adlgideem!
motives on t) tt of the Ol )l goad (ke 1 The
former’ deslined 16 stamp out & efotm inovement, th
purlty of which econdsmniod the whole ecqloginetiea:
boedy 3 the Inttey were moved Ly lgonble Y

the base fust of spoll. The dey
plass In a Inder gencintion Was n
nnd that black deed M, £aum j| 3
tould have been wished thin* Lls ehaptors upon Louls
the Elpventh and Joan of Are bl een fuller, thaugh
& volume would be s julted (o do Ju- 1o ity of
these subjects.  Bur i fuller treattnent of the o and

Iy Juelges,

thee

other toples I8 rendercd fmpraction by the peporal
weheme of the serles, the peb!lchers apd thie guthios
heve sought 1o make up fur the fact by ghviue ex-
tended Mets of avtbodtioe which the tent desirous

of more detalled pod fuller Infortupthon muy consult,
In the present fustance, My, Massun whets the pold
appetite, which mey be fully satiified by diawing Lrom
the st referred to. We shodll mention that this
volume contains also genealogiedl tehles, 1sts of kings
and chancellors, and oiher convenlent wod valoalle
summarized lonformation. It Is well and amply illus
trated.
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THE PETROLEUM MARAET.

KPWSs FROM THET FIELD AND RANGE OF PRICTS

An Interesting exporiment will be made In the
moederh ertide ofl spaealaclan with the Ineopung vear
by the e of the system of moalics contracts
for future delivery similap to these |n vogus réspect-
Mg steatn, eottan gall other enmnoditios, Ing In
uptlons will be Jezalized on Januww 1, 1839, at the
Consolltated Stock amd Petrolrum  Exchanes, and
Lafore that date the syetem will, doubtiess. be estab-
Hehed fn the Conferenes of Off Exehanges, which em-
braces all the petpolent honeds In Penpevivania, I
I & matter of puees work as to wheilier the ® future”
gestem will suppiont the peesent one of (rading for
delivecy on the day following the date of sale, bat the
new departare will open anuther ehannel of spoculs

ptian

tian o dlseons vl whiclh has long bhen |
mourning  the  alssnes of specilntive  spirlt  and
Vit Thire wild be ample thne within the pext

five weens for & thorough elueldaiion of the meilts
and demertts of the primosed step towned widenihz
of the opportiniiles of dealines

%o change s to b reported In the sltn=tlon of
petrolenm soce & woek mso, It msy be worth while,
buwever, ot the presont Junesurs, colitrast the
posttion as 1t 15 teday amd s 1 was 1o July, when
prices kad  rallisd frgn the  sevonties  nin the
(i I1~[| Perhaps & oonsideration of eonttiast {n
eonditions will lapd help tooa ealin conslileiatiun by

s

i

i fts vaults of €

bt its dey nk were o

Tenving o et ezl
| @03, which Is coun Iy tn

silver eoitnge pold buan

&1.543,000 : sibver anee wins decrensed

o0, ol 1.n Jegn r Dilanee wis deor
g2ar.00n,  Its for the pedsmpile y
sapeendered Nationn] Bapk notes was pedeecd
480,045, =0 that  there was  a miin
to its net  avallal 1r‘.'1h-» al 31, lm. M5

SUDDEN RISE iN STOCKS, |
THEY RALLY IN FOUR HOURS.

N COMMERCE OF TIHE COUNTRY
~NET COMPARISONS NOT UNFAVORABLL,
Sunday, Nov, 25—p. m,

The report of the Burean of Statisties of foreizn
commeree of the United States fop the month of
Ostoher results tn n credit balanes of S10064, 240,
agninst o erndit bilanee of only $3,451,428 for
Ogtober, 1887, and £0,#35,64 7 eredit  for Octaber,
1888, The Mmvorable exhibit, however, is doe
to the ohange in the specie movements, rathep
than to greater bulunees on moerchandise.  The
merchandise exports exeeed the imports €7,000,.
000 less than fn Octoler, 1887, and 6,400,600
less than in October, 185868, The changis in the
specle movement, however, overcame these losses
pnd make the compnrative results as fArst named,
The ageregnte movement of morehandise both
ways wis £1,000,000 greater than in the same
month last year, but while the imports inerensed
§5,500,000, the exports decrcased §1,300,000,

For the four months ended October 31, tha
comparison of the net results with those of last
yvear holds equally favorable. The net debit bal.
#hee derived from the movemenis of merchandise
and specie 1s 810,056,725, nga.nst a debit hal
ance for the sime fonr TI'!nII1-|!5 of Inst year of
230,841, 840, Here, too, the favorable eom-
parison is entirely derived from the chungs in the
specle movements,  Tnstead of an exeess of imports
of $10,040,800, as there was last year, thero iy
an exeoss of exports of §4,615,500. The net
Lalones for the four months is §2,500,000 greater
thun for the lour months of 1886,

For the ten menths last, Jannargy 1 to Octoher
#1, the exports of merchandise were 837,000,000
less than in the same period of 1887, snd the
imports were £14,000,000 greater; but ineloding
the soecle movement, the execss of imports Tor the
T'st ten months §s $40,000,000 less than for the ten
months of lnst year. The balances for the e
spective periods were $35,020,:04 and  §55,004,-
1410

The rolln-.'inﬁ tuhles pive the figures for the
month of October and for the four months of
thitoe years:
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There s s -lu ng to-day [ pefinmd for oxport Lhan

thige Wis 1o mild-sdtinier,  The ehapi- ¢ onragen

in July uvertigod per oday 42000 Lacrehg while je
menth they avepagad A4.570 bareels, bl =0 far §r
Novemblier wnly OF btrpels.  The Gotaber exparts
from the TUnlted States, however, wers Landlsomely

exioss of the exports of Goiober & Yomy man I
purds e gonter activity In e petioleani fields com-
pared with lasy stmaner, It omost be gald that many
pows wells huve disgppainted ths hoges of i awn-
res, thereby candembling o Jarge sloount of torsilofs
that was featmd by hoblris, and that the existing
netivity of the drill te-day  piesents nutling  dau-
gerous to alsuldte view.  Cold westher lles akead
to offer & nutural restraint apon new developments
unless an Increase fn price should mele 1f worth
while for producers to beatr the extra expense of op-
orations ly winter, XNow, ws pegards the copditlon of

production, cm.aurnmlm- slovks, cie, }.aru Is the von-
1rast bofiween thive = abcents’ mokih.”

1558, diiy. Nov, tn
late.
Average dally runs - J
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Av, duily exorss deliveyics, N 41,009
N w8 a0 ot of o, 28, T R S L
Carlituton outmaudiog.... 16, a.!-"..’lﬂ 10,002, Tl = 15,000, 000

*Eatinuted Tor end of November,

In considering the above fgares, 1t must not be
overloohed thal o July the shupdown sgresnent Was
I dwll foyee, uhill- Iu Oetober the drill was  un-
restraited by contiact, and 1his mouth no n»l.[ﬂ:n..
Mts Gpen (eoducton eseedt wWhat 15 voluntary b
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